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Thank you all for coming along to our AGM this year, I said this last year, but how 
fast has these last 12 months gone by!

Firstly, I would like to thank you all of your support for the hall and for the community, 
it is appreciated.

We have had a steady year with regular community bookings at the hall. We have 
six weekly classes held at the hall, as well as weddings and other private bookings 
on weekends. 

We do have a revamped website now, which hopefully will attract more bookings for 
the hall. Thank you to all those involved with the website, it was a challenge to 
design one which was fit for purpose as a community website, as well as a hall 
booking site. I think we got the right balance.

I mentioned in my annual report last year that we had a break-in at the hall earlier in 
2023. After looking at the options and costs for alarm and monitoring systems, we 
have now installed an external security camera system, which can be monitored on 
smart phones. We are also looking at the viability of a smart lock, which can be 
assigned different codes for different events, and where we are notified of who has 
gained access. No system will stop determined individuals, but we are doing all we 
can to mitigate the situation.

There are a couple of ongoing strategic issues which still remain a concern for our 
community which have carried over from last year, Lot 101 and the need for a 
roundabout to be constructed at the junction of McGettigans Lane and Ewingsdale 
Road.  There seems to be no change in the past 12 months to either of these issues, 
but the Association will keep in close contact with Council and any developers to 
help ensure the needs of the community are met, as best they can. 

The association has met with Council to discuss the issues regarding the junction of 
McGettigans Land and Ewingsdale Road, and Tamara Smith has made 
representations on our behalf. In a nutshell Council has stated there are many 
stages to go through to get this addressed, but Council is not progressing this, and is 
not one of their priorities. A temporary re-design of the junction was approved in 
principle back in November, but there has been no update since then. It is all rather 
disappointing, that Council is not listening to community, when it is the community 
which they are serving.

And finally, it is time to thank all who have worked so hard this year (and many 
before) for the hall and the community:

Peter Gough for his sterling work as treasurer, keeping the finances and our 
economic viability in great shape for many years.



Lorissa Barrett for another year as hall manager, and all that that entails. Lorissa has 
managed to keep managing the hall, despite having left Ewingsdale and moving to 
Ballina shire. This is Lorissa’s last year as hall manager, so I would like to personally 
thank her for all she has done over many years. Not forgetting all her successful 
grant applications for the hall.

We will be voting in a new hall manager, and I look forward to what is in store for the 
hall with a new manager and their new ideas.

I would also like to thank Damien Lucas who has been the caretaker at the hall, 
ensuring it is clean and in good repair for our hirers

George and Fae Flick and their family have been integral to the Ewingsdale 
community for generations. The support, help and guidance from George and Fae 
has helped the hall and the community over the years. I thank them both for all they 
have done for us. They both attend as many meetings as possible and are in my 
eyes the elder statesperson for the community, thank again for all you have done for 
Ewingsdale.

Heather Devlin is taking a well-earned rest from her hall committee duties. Heather 
has been a kingpin in the running and in instilling a great spirit into the hall and 
community. Her laser-focused perception, advice and good humor have steered us 
on straight and true course. Thank you.

I would also like to thank Corinne Maynard for her work as secretary and to Lindsay 
Wootten and Lisa Wray as vice presidents. As well as Allen Lind for his work on the 
hall committee and hall executive over many years.

Thank you
 
William Hayman
President
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