EWINGSDALE COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT MAY 2022

Firstly, | would like to apologise for not being able to present the President’s annual report in
person, as | am currently overseas, but | do thank Corinne for reading this out on my behalf.

The 2021-22 year has been another testing year for the association with us entering into our
third year of being impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. We have managed to navigate
through state-imposed lockdowns, restrictions and rules, which have changed throughout
the year. These restrictions along with the accompanying uncertainty have greatly reduced
the number of weddings, this in turn has impacted on our revenue for this year. The future
looks more secure with renewed interest in hiring the hall for wedding over the next 12
months, | feel confident that we will continue to improve our financial position and on-going
viability. | will thank individual members of the association later, but | cannot proceed from
this topic without thanking our treasurer, Peter Gough, for the hard work dedication and
direction he has provided this year (as he has done so for many years). The association has
managed to weather these financial challenges, and Peter has been instrumental in this.

COVID-19 has also impacted on our usual community events, such as our winter dance, the
Cancer Council’s Biggest Morning Tea and the Christmas party. We still managed to raise
money for the Cancer Council, thanks to the Farm for assisting us to collect donations in
May last year. We also managed to hold the Christmas party at the end of last year, but in a
much-reduced capacity due to social distancing and financial constraints.

Despite all the COVID restriction challenges, the hall still managed to stay open for weekly
community activities for most of the year. We have had yoga, art groups, karate, drumming
and dance classes. These weekly classes are a good sign that the hall holds regular events f
and continues to serve the community. However, as always, the on-going challenges are to
maintain a good connection with the Ewingsdale community as the suburbs demographics
change and for the Association to look at hosting more one-off events for the community;
such as Christmas parties, dances or musical events. It is not always easy, though, to find the
perfect balance between community events and events which bring in revenue for the hall.

There are a couple of ongoing strategic issues which still remain a concern for our
community including Lot 101 and the need for a roundabout to be constructed at the
junction of McGettigans Lane and Ewingsdale Road. The Association will keep in close
contact with Council and any developers to help ensure the needs of the community are
met, as best they can.

And finally, | would like to thank everyone who has given their time and energy this year.
There is a lot of work carried out by a few people — thank you, but also thank you to
everyone who has contributed towards the running and development of the association.



| would like to thank members of the association and the community for two working bees
which we have had this year — keeping the hall and gardens in good shape. Thanks also to
Fae and Ros for their regular hall gardening club.

| have already thanked Peter, but thank you again for all the great work you carry out in your
role of treasurer.

| would like to thank Lorissa Barrett for all her work as manager of our hall (with all the
accompanying COVID challenges), as well as her successful grant applications, which help to
ensure on-going upkeep of the hall.

Thank you, Corinne Maynard for her work as secretary and to Lindsay Wootten and Heather
Devlin for their help as Vice Presidents.
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